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Online  
Appointment 
Booking 

Did You Know? 
You can book your 
appointments 
online.  
Ask at reception or 
go to our website 
for more details on 
how to register for 
this useful service. 

Page 1 

Welcome  
To the Summer edition of the 
Rectory Meadow Surgery 
Newsletter jointly produced by 
Surgery staff and members of the 
Patients Group. 

Below and in the following pages 
you can find useful tips on preparing 
for your holidays and how to find 
medical help while you’re away. 

Also this time, an introduction to our 
new Patients Group Chair —Chris 
Purves, reviews of some excellent 
special Health topic meetings 
(Dementia and The Prostate - both 
were standing room only events) and 
news of a new Defibrillator 
installation in Old Amersham that will 
be maintained by our Patients Group. 

I’m going on holiday.  What if . . . 
I need to see a GP whilst I’m away? 
GPs in England and Wales will see a patient, not currently registered with them, as a 
Temporary Resident for urgent care.  Go to the NHS Choices website (www.nhs.uk ), 
click on “GP” and search for the town or postcode where you are staying for details of 
local GP surgeries. 

I forgot to pack my 
regular medication? 
We can send a prescription for 
your regular medication to a UK 
pharmacy local to where you are 
staying via the Electronic Pre-
scription Service.  You will need to find a local pharmacy and let us know its name and 
address, for us to be able to do this for you. 

I’m worried I may catch something abroad and wish to have 
“Just-In-Case” antibiotics? 
Your GP would be happy to discuss your requirements, but all “just-in-case” medicines 
for travel will be issued on a private prescription  
and attract a charge. Continued on Page 3 
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Reception Bulletin Board 

Staff Training 

Staff training is a key part of ensuring we 
offer you the best possible service.  

The surgery will be closed from 1pm on the 
following dates:  

• 15 June 

• 12 July 

• 12 September 

If you need a doctor urgently and it can’t 
wait until the surgery is open again at 
8.30am the following day, please call Bucks 
Urgent Care, our Out of Hours Provider, on 
01296 850011.    

For repeat prescriptions, test results and 
other non-urgent matters please wait until 
we are open again the following morning. 

Rectory Meadow Surgery 

School Lane 

Amersham 

Bucks 

Phone: 01494 727711 

Fax:  01494 431790 

www.rectorymeadowsurgery.co.uk 

Travel Vaccinations 

Please allow plenty of time to book your travel 

vaccinations. A minimum of two weeks is re-

quired before you travel for the vaccinations to 

be effective. 

Several common vaccinations are available free 

on the NHS (e.g. Typhoid, Hepatitis A) while oth-

ers need to be paid for prior to ordering (e.g. Jap-

anese Encephalitis, Rabies).  

Please enquire at Reception about booking an 

appointment for known vaccine requirements, 

for seeking advice from one of our Practice Nurses if you do not know which ones you will 

need, and for paying for more exotic vaccines to be ordered in advance. 

In all cases, please bring along a completed copy of our Travel Risk Assessment Form so that 

they can give you appropriate advice. This is available on our website or at Reception. 

Minor Injuries and Illness Unit (MIIU) 

Unfortunately, we are not able to treat minor injuries, especially if stitches or X-rays may be 

required. 

The closest MIIU is based at Wycombe Hospital for this type of treatment. S
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FRIENDS 
New Defibrillator in Old Amersham 
On Tuesday, 6 June 2017 at 12 noon the Defibrillator is going live in 
the under-croft of the Market Hall. It is due to be unveiled by the 
Town Mayor Cllr Mark Vivis. This life-saving aid was arranged by 
Steven King, once of Amersham Fire Service, now based at 
Beaconsfield, with the generous assistance of an anonymous donor. 
It will be checked and maintained by RMS Patient Group members. 

Fireman, Steven King with Graham Cook from our Patients Group 

To join FRIENDS, volunteer, make a comment or donation — please 

contact  Graham Cook or Janet Cussans .  

email :  graham.cook@fast.org or phone:   01494 725250 

Health Talks 
Dementia  
held on Tuesday, March 14, 2017 

The Alzheimer Society gave a truly engaging explanation of the effects of the disease and how 
carers can help in the most effective way.  86 people attended.  

The Prostate  
held on Monday, May 8, 2017 

A local Urinary Surgeon, Neil Hader, gave us a crystal 
clear explanation of the prostate gland, why it causes 
health issues and the hopeful actions that can now be 
taken. The 94 people present hung on his every word. 

This was followed by a presentation from the Medical 
Detection Dogs Society de-
tailing how their dogs are 
trained to help people with 
their everyday problems in-
cluding new research on 
their ability to detect cancers 
though their super sensitive 
noses. 

Alas their celebrity team member Lucy (pictured) couldn't attend as she 
was on a training course! 

Holiday—continued from Page 1 
I’m away for an extended period and need a supply of my regular 
medication? 
NHS Guidelines state that any repeat medication requested due to an extended period of travel 
abroad should be limited to 3 months supply as your GP cannot monitor your condition or your 
response to therapy, in your absence.  Further supplies should be purchased abroad, or, if your 
GP agrees, issued on a private prescription which would attract a fee. 

I need travel vaccinations? 
See ‘Reception Bulletin Board’ on the previous page. 
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Rectory Meadow  
Patients Group 

Contact us at rmspatients@nhs.net  

Who are we? 
We communicate between You and the Practice. Our aim is to improve the quality 

of the service provided and develop a sense of partnership. Our job is to represent 

your best interests, so your views are warmly welcomed.  

Patients Group News 

AGM 
At the AGM Peter Metcalf stood down as Chair receiving many warm words of 
thanks for his leadership. It’s worth remembering that when we started only two 
years ago there were just 14 members. Under Peter’s watch, membership has grown 
to our current total of 431. 

Our new Chair 

A warm welcome to our new Patients Group Chair Chris 

Purves! 

Chris has been a patient of Rectory Meadow for 28 

years having settled in the area after returning from 

working in the US.  Chris retired a few years ago after 20 

years with a multinational and 25 years working as a 

management consultant.  

Chris has been involved with voluntary work in the area 

first as chair of Chiltern Youth Action providing commu-

nity projects for young volunteers. More recently she 

has been a volunteer for Healthwatch Bucks.   

Other interests are singing with Great Missenden Choral 

society, playing tennis and spending time with her five grandchildren aged 3 to 9 

years. 

New committee members 
Peter Mcloughlin and Ron Newall were welcomed to the committee. 
Upcoming events 
9 August  
Hearing Loss Presentation by Aston Hearing (Europe Audiologist of the Year 2016)  
Defibrillators—How to use them 
 
3 October  
Drs Foote, two retired GPs: “Conversations about Dying”. 
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